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BOROUGH  OF  TEWKESBURY, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1943. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1943.  The  Report  itself  is  abbreviated,  and 
retains  only  the  essential  features  and  such  figures  as 
may  be  necessary  for  purposes  of  record  and  comparison, 
this  method  being  adopted  at  the  present  time  with 
a  view  to  economy  both  in  paper  and  expense. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  for  the  very 
courteous  manner  and  kind  consideration  they  have 
always  given  to  my  reports  during  the  year. 

I  would  also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  Dodds,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  kind  assistance 
to  me  in  preparing  this  report. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  D.  OUTRED, 

c 

(Acting)  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  Tewkesbury. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1943. 

Area  in  acres,  2,651  (including  96  acres  of  water).-  f 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General),  4,589. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (as  taken  from  the  Rate 
Register),  1,466. 

Rateable  value,  £26,909. 

Yield  of  one  penny  rate,  £106  Os.  7d.  - 

Vital  Statistics. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  REGISTERED. 

Live  Births. 


Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

...  36 

39 

75 

Illegitimate 

7 

9 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9 

Total 

...  43 

41 

•  •  •  -1-  •  •  • 

84 

Giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  18*3  per  1,000  population. 
10*7  %  of  the  total  births  were  illegitimate. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males.  Females. 

Legitimate 

1  •  •  •  ^  •  •  • 

1 

Illegitimate 

—  •••  —  ... 

— 

Total 

1  •  •  •  *  *  % 

1 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 

Deaths  of  Infants 
UNDER  I  Year  of  Age. 


Legitimate 

Males.  Females. 

...  •  •  •  1  •  •  • 

1 

Illegitimate 

•••  ...  ••• 

— 

Total 

•«*  ““  •••  1  ... 

1 

'  Giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  11*9  per  1,000  Live 
Births. 
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DEATHS. 

Nett  Number  registered,  67  (Mates  27,  Females  40). 
Giving  a  Death  Rate  of  14*6  per  1,000  population. 
Twenty-two  deaths  of  non-residents  were  transferred  out 
to  their  own  respective  areas. 

Six  were  transferred  in  as  residents  having  died  in  outside 
districts. 

The  principle  causes  of  death  were  certified  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Males. 

Females. 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Cancer — Bucc  Cav.  Esophagus,  and  Uterus  ... 

1 

— 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

2 

„  Other  Sites  ... 

3 

6 

Intra  cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

6 

4 

Heart  Disease 

0 

10 

Bronchitis 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

Violence,  other  than  road  traffic  accidents 

— 

3 

All  other  causes 

5 

4 

Total 

28 

39 

Thus  38  %  of  deaths  were  due  to  Heart  Disease  and  Disease 
of  Arteries.  20  %  to  Cancer.  2*9  %  to  Tuberculosis. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified 
(excluding:  Tul3erculosis). 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Age  Periods  Affected. 

Disease.  Under  5  and  15  and  25  and 

5  years.  under  15.  under  25.  upwards. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  -  ...  5  ...  1  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  2  ...  -  ...  -  ...  - 

Measles  ...  ...  17  ...  22  ...  1  ...  - 

Seven  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  for  isolation  and 

treatment. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


Under 

5  and  under 

5  years. 

15  years. 

Number  of  children  known  to  be 

• 

immunised  ... 

197 

557 

Percentage  of  the  population 
at  those  ages  (Population 
taken  from  the  Food 

Register)  ...  ...  ...  48*7  77*5 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Males.  Females. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

2 

1 

3 

Total  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Cases  3 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 
Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

22  10  32  7  4  11  43 

Total  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  43 

BIRTH,  DEATH,  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 
FOR  THE  LAST  FOUR  YEARS. 


1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

Birth  Rate 

(Per  1,000  population). 

10*9  ... 

16*1  ... 

18*0 

...  18*3 

Death  Rate 

(Per  1,000  population). 

14*4  ... 

11*2  .. 

15*3 

...  14*6 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
(Per  1,000  Live  Births). 

11*7  ... 

'  V  y ' 

37*3  ... 

80 

...  11*9 
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COMPARASON  FIOURES  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES.  ETC., 
OF  BIRTH,  DEATH,  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


England 

126  C.  B.’s 

148  Smaller 

County 

Borough 

and 

and 

Towns. 

of 

of 

Wales. 

Great  Towns. 

Gloucester- 

Tewkes¬ 

shire. 

bury. 

Birth  Rate  ... 

(per  1,000  population). 

..  16*5  . 

..  18‘6  ... 

19*4  ... 

187  ... 

18*3 

Death  Rate... 

..  12*1  . 

..  lO  ... 

12*7  ... 

121  ... 

14*6 

(per  1,000  population). 

Infantile  Mortality^ 

Kate 

(per  1,000  Live  Births)  V  49  58  45  .  /  40  ...  11*9 

(Deaths  under  one  \ 
year  of  age)  J 

TEWKESBURY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  persons  were  admitted  to  the 
Hospital  during  the  year.  The  disease  from  which  the  patients 
were  suffering,  the  number  admitted  of  each  complaint,  and  the 
districts  from  which  they  came  are  given  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

No. 

District. 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Cheltenham  R.D.C. 

99  99 

•  •  • 

16 

•  •  a 

Gloucester  „ 

Scabies 

•  •  • 

12 

•  •  • 

Cheltenham  ,. 

,,  •  •  • 

r 

•  •  • 

12 

•  ♦  • 

Gloucester  „ 

9f  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

Newent  „ 

%9  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

Tewkesbury  Borough 

Diphtheria  ... 

•  •  • 

21 

•  •  • 

Gloucester  R.D.C. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  • 

Newent  ,. 

Measles 

•  •  • 

10 

•  •  • 

Gloucester  „ 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  «  • 

4 

•  •  • 

Cheltenham  R.D.C. 

a.  a.  • 

7 

•  *  • 

Tewkesbury  Borough 

>»  >» 

•  •  • 

16 

•  •  • 

Gloucester  R.D.C. 

Verminous,  etc. 

•  •  • 

16 

•  •  • 

Cheltenham  „ 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Gloucester  „ 

German  Measles 

•  •  a 

1 

•  •  • 

Gloucester  „ 

Mumps 

•  •  • 

4 

•  * 

Gloucester  ^ 
Cheltenham  „ 

♦»  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Chicken  Pox 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

Gloucester  ^  „ 

Of  the  above  twenty-seven 

were 

Service  cases,  admitted 

from  the  various  camps  stationed  in  the  above  areas. 


The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1943. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  1943. 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  . .  78 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  104 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  0 

.3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  25 

HI.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

I.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  0 

(ii.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — ■ 

(i.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(ii.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  •••  ...  ...  •—  ...  2 

•  *  ^  (6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Acts,  1936  : — 

(i.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 
(ii.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(i.)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  weie 

made 

(ii.)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having 
been  rendered  fit  ... 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

From  a  period  lasting  May  to  end  of  September,  1943,  there 
was  no  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Borough. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Overcrowding  is  still  prevalent  in  this  district.  It  is  very 
improbable  that  any  amelioration  of  conditions  will  take  place 
until  the  cessation  of  the  the  present  hostilities,  when  it  is  hoped 
that  additional  housing  accommodation  will  be  provided. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 

Three  supplementary  licences  to  sell  milk  have  been 
renewed,  one  for  pasteurised  and  the  other  for  an  accredited 

supply. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Cheltenham  and 
Gloucester  Joint  Water  Board,  and  is  a  sufficient  and  wholesome 

supply. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  houses  in  the  district  supplied  by 
a  well  on  or  near  the  premises.  Two  of  these  have  been 
discontinued  during  the  year,  and  main  water  supply  laid  on. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

No  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  the  district  during  the 

Various  articles  of  food  have  been  examined,  and  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  These  have  been  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 


